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The Oak tree is one of the largest and longest lived trees found in Britain.  

They have been known to live for over 1,000 years. 

There are 5 main species of Oak found commonly in the UK. 

1. English Oak (Quercus robur). 

Also known as Common or Pedunculate Oak.  

Native.  Grows to 40 metres in height.  

Traditionally used in ship building.  HMS 

Victory (Nelson’s flagship at the battle of 

Trafalgar) was built in 1759, and 6000 

mature Oak trees were used in the 

construction. 

2. Sessile Oak (Quercus petrae). 

Native.  Also grows up to 40 metres in height. 

3. Holm Oak (Quercus ilex). 

Introduced.  Grows up to 20 metres in height.  The Romans used the 

wood for making chariot and cart wheels. 

4. Red Oak (Quercus rubra). 

Introduced.  Grows up to 20 metres in height.  Extremely hard wood 

which makes it hard to cut up for firewood, even with a chainsaw. 

5. Turkey Oak (Quercus cerris). 

Introduced.  Grows up to 30 metres in height. 

All Oak trees reproduce by producing a nut, which is better known as an 

Acorn.  These are a particular favourite of Grey Squirrels and Jays who will 

collect large numbers of Acorns in the Autumn and bury them in various 

places as a food store for the Winter. 

  



Oak has been a prized hardwood timber for thousands of years and is still 

used for flooring, wine barrels and firewood.  Other uses of oak: 

• Leaves, bark and acorns, after processing, were believed to heal many 

medical ailments, including diarrhoea, inflammation and kidney stones. 

• Acorns have also been used to make flour for bread making and during 

times of acute shortage, even Coffee! 

• All parts of an Oak tree, but especially the bark, contain a chemical 

called tannin, which has been used for centuries to preserve or tan 

leather.  Tannin is quite toxic to most animals and unprocessed acorns 

or Oak leaves should not be eaten by Humans, Horses or Sheep. 

• Curiously, Pigs can eat Oak leaves and Acorns in vast quantities without 

any ill effects.  In the New Forest, for centuries, Pigs would be set loose 

to eat the acorns before the New Forest Ponies could get them. 

Oak trees support an incredible variety of wildlife whether they are dead 

or alive.  A total of around 2,300 species are known to depend on Oak 

trees including 31 Mammal species such as Bats and Mice, 1,178 

invertebrates and 108 species of Fungus. 

57 of these Fungi are only found on Oak trees.  

Several types of gall can be found on Oak trees 

including Spangle, Artichoke, Marble, Oak Apple, 

Cherry and Knopper gall.  These galls are caused by 

tiny Wasps that lay their eggs on leaves, Acorns or 

twigs of the Oak tree. 

 

The larvae that hatch produce chemicals that cause the 

Oak itself to make these strange gall structures, which 

help provide food for the larva.  When mature, the wasp 

emerges from the gall and flies away.  No great harm is 

done to the Oak. 
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