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Most of us have a garden that might give you an 

opportunity, when drinking your beverage of choice, 

to see what birds frequent your outside space. 

I would describe House Sparrows as the ‘cheeky 

chappies’ of the garden.  They are usually in small 

groups, and they constantly squabble.  They emit 

an irritating ‘cheep’ with no melody or sweet sound. 

 

Another brown bird that can be seen and 

heard is the Dunnock.  At first glance, 

although not related, it could be mistaken for 

a Sparrow, indeed it’s common name is 

Hedge Sparrow, but it’s song is delightful, 

sweet and melodious. 

 

Almost everyone, of all ages, recognises the Robin 

with its red breast.  The male and female are virtually 

identical and uniquely are the only male and female 

birds to sing identical songs.  They will sometimes 

sing all night perched near a street light.  For 

centuries this tiny bird has been the symbol of good 

luck, happiness, rebirth and sometimes even as a 

messenger for lost loved ones. 

They are known to build their domed nest made of grass, dead leaves and 

moss in the most unlikely places e.g. old shoes, flower pots, watering cans and 

even post boxes but the usual place would be deep in ivy on a wall. 

Blackbirds are reasonably common in gardens 

as they search the lawns for their favourite 

food, worms. They often sing from the top of 

a tree or a rooftop early morning or in the 

evening and especially after rain.  In New 

Zealand, where they were introduced from the 

UK in the 19th century they are regarded as 

pests because they have taken to eating the 

grapes in the vineyards.   
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It is a real treat to have a Wren in the garden.  

This tiny bird is so full of character.  The male’s 

song is loud at 90 decibels which is equivalent to 

the sound made by a police siren or a lawnmower.  

It is the male that makes the nest, and he may 

make as many as five before the female is 

satisfied. 

Some gardens are blessed to have one or more member of 

the Tit family, especially Blue Tits and Great Tits but 

sometimes Coal Tits and Long Tailed Tits.  The first three 

all nest in holes, either in trees or purpose built nest boxes. 

Blue Tits have the largest clutch size of most birds at up to 

16 eggs.  Once hatched the chicks need a phenomenal 

number of caterpillars to eat.  Up to 100 per chick per day! 

The Long Tailed Tit is not actually a member of the Tit family and so it is not 

surprising that it nests differently. The nest is an amazing structure.  It is 

roughly spherical with the entrance near the top and the nest is made of moss, 

hair and cobwebs and is decorated on the outside with lichens, which probably 

help to camouflage the nest. 

But the most amazing part of the nest are the feathers that line it.  There are 

up to 2000 per nest.  Up to twelve tiny eggs are laid in the nest and when they 

hatch the feeding duties are shared by the parents and sometimes relatives 

who have lost their nest due to predation. 

Only 17% of broods succeed.  Remarkably the 12 chicks and their parents 

cram in to the nest. This will often result in bent tails! 
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