LARGER GARDEN BIRDS by Dave and Gill Shearing

A close relative of the Blackbird is the Song SOng ;[hrush +ﬁ(nvi|.
Thrush who has a very similar song although a -

lot of the phrases are repeated several times. ” "

A thrushes favourite food is a snail and to get at
the juicy bits they smash the snail shell on a
regularly used stone called a Thrushes anvil.
Their nests are unusual in that they are lined with
mud and not grass and leaves like the Blackbirds.

The next two birds are both members of the Crow family and deserve a
mention because of their very colourful plumage. The Jay and Magpie are
very quick to find food put out for other birds, and both possess the unpleasant
skill of being able to catch young birds and eat them as well as eggs.

In the Autumn you may see Jays collecting fallen

¢l acorns. They carry several at once in their crop and
then spend time burying them for future food in the
Winter. Apparently, they have a phenomenal ability
to remember where they buried each acorn although
¥| some are missed and may go on to grow eventually
W% into a splendid Oak tree.

Magpies build an enormous domed nest made of sticks lined with clay, which
is virtually impregnable to attack. These are usually built in large thorn
bushes.
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One of the prettiest birds to visit our gardens is the Goldfinch. They love
Sunflower hearts and Niger seed but the best way to attract them is to grow
Cornflowers. Their nest is a small cup fairly high up in a tree such as a fruit
tree and is made of moss, twigs and cobwebs. They are also known to
decorate the nest with flowers.




I feel that the Wood Pigeon and Collared Dove
need a mention. We have devised methods to
keep them off the bird feeders and just let them
tidy up underneath. (Hang the feeders inside a
tapered, wire obelisk) Before we cracked the
feeder issue, we resorted to borrowing our
Grandson’s water pistols, although you have to be
on hand to squirt them.

Starlings may visit the garden in large groups,
which quickly eat all the food on the bird table.
Although they usually fly around in large flocks and
even roost communally, they nest individually in
holes in trees or buildings making a simple grass
lined nest. They lay beautiful pale blue eggs.
Predators are not keen to eat Starlings due to
their bitter taste.

An occasional visitor to our garden is a Sparrowhawk,
which sends all the birds at the feeders flying off in all
directions in an attempt to escape being it’s next meal.
Luckily for them the Sparrow Hawk mostly misses!

Grey Heron.

Those of us with ponds might get a visit (sometimes before
dawn) from a Grey Heron, which will soon remove all of
your fish and amphibians. Herons have incredibly light but
strong bones. They are not all bad as another favourite food
of theirs are Rats.

According to the RSPB’s Big Garden Birdwatch 2024 the 10
most commonly sighted garden birds are as follows:

e House Sparrow e Blackbird e Magpie

e Blue Tit e Robin e Long Tailed Tit
e Starling e Great Tit

e Wood Pigeon e Goldfinch

We apologise if we have omitted any garden birds seen in your garden, but we
have run out of space!
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